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We have gained a better understanding of how to prevent school violence, and we have found 
proven ways to make our schools safer. We need to punish offenders and hold young people 
accountable for their actions, but it is even more important to prevent tragedies from happening 
in the first place. We need to learn more about the warning signs and risk factors that signal 
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The vast majority of America’s schools are safe places. In fact, notwithstanding the disturb- 
ing reports of violence in our schools, they are becoming even safer. But the fears of 
students, teachers and parents are real. And it is true that some schools have serious crime 
and violence problems. The Annual Report on School Safety is a guide to combat these 
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of different countries on feelings of safety, bullying and student behavior) and a discussion of 
hate crime and harassment legislation and related statistics. 

Chapter 2 highlights 54 communities that are putting into practice the collaborative, problem- 
solving model featured in the second chapter of last year’s Annual Report. The President 





The recent school shootings have drawn heightened public attention to school crime and safety. Unfortunately, 
public perceptions of school safety are often fueled by media accounts that play up tragic events and fail to provide 
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Fig. 13: 15-Year-Old Students Who Were Mot in a Physical Fight During Fig. 14: 15-Year-Old Students Who Did Not Carry a Weapon for Self- 
the Past 12 Aftonfhs: 1997-98 School Year: Defense During the Past 30 Days (1997-98 School Year): 
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Fig. 16 : 15 -Year-Old Students Who Reported Always Feeling Safe at School { 1997-98 School Year): 
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The vast majority of the Nation’s schools are safe places. Some schools, however, do have serious 
violence problems that compromise the learning environment and endanger children and teachers. 
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